Les Innocentes/The Innocents

1. Mathilde doesn’t want to help the nun at their first meeting. After she sees the nun praying, she decides to help. Why is this? 

2. The nuns are pregnant due to rape. Many of them have PTSD. It is difficult for them to receive treatment because the church wants to keep a chaste image and keep the nun’s pregnancy secret. Investigate this issue using scholarly sources. Discuss the historic incidents that inspired the film.

3. Samuel is hesitant to help the pregnant nuns but does any way. If you were Samuel, what would you do and why?

4. By the end of the film, viewers discover at the mother superior is killing the babies rather than giving them up for adoption. Why do you think she does this? Considering Catholic doctrine, what is the greater sin: giving birth despite vows of chastity or taking life? 
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